
 

 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunity: 

Grants Researcher 

Details 

Location: Remote 
Time Commitment: ~5 hours/week for 6 months 
Start Date:  Rolling 
Reports To: Director of Fundraising (Fionnuala Shenpen) 
Collaborates With: Director of Operations (Kai Johnson), Executive Director (Justin Kelley) 

About Tergar Schools 

Tergar Schools creates learning environments that nurture awareness, love, compassion, 

wisdom, and joy. Rooted in Buddhist principles and dedicated to innovative education, we aim 

to equip the next generation of students with the resilience and altruism they need to live 

joyfully in a rapidly changing world. 

The Opportunity 

Tergar Schools is seeking a volunteer Grants Researcher to help secure sustainable 
funding for our new Model of Learning and it’s application in multiple countries around the 
world.  This role will support our mission by identifying promising grant opportunities that 
align with our work in compassionate, innovative education. 

Key Responsibilities 

Research Funding Opportunities: Conduct in-depth research to identify grant-making 
foundations, institutions, and international aid programs aligned with Tergar Schools’ 
mission and programming focus. 

Develop a Grants Database: Build and maintain a detailed, well-organized database in 
Excel of all relevant grant opportunities, including application deadlines, eligibility criteria, 
funding levels, and key contacts. 



 
Prioritize High-Impact Opportunities: Analyze and assess grant fit, and recommend a 
shortlist of 3–5 high-potential grants to pursue based on strategic alignment, 
competitiveness, and feasibility. 

Collaborate on Strategy: Work closely with the Director of Fundraising to develop a grant-
seeking strategy, including timing, team capacity, and key themes to highlight in proposals. 

Support Grant Applications (Optional): Depending on capacity and interest, contribute to 
proposal drafts, background research, or supporting documents for selected grant 
applications.  

Maintain Clear Communication: Share findings, tools, and resources in a clear, 
organized, and accessible manner to support team decision-making. 

What We're Looking For 

Essential Qualifications 

• 5+ years of experience in grant research, writing, or nonprofit fundraising. 
• Strong research, analytical, and organizational skills. 
• Self-directed, detail-oriented, and comfortable working independently. 
• Access to and/or familiarity with grant databases such as Foundation Directory, 

GrantStation, etc 
• Willingness to collaborate and consult with the internal team on strategy and tools. 

Preferred Qualifications 

• Familiarity with education-focused or international nonprofits 
• Familiarity with the Buddhist/Dharma landscape from personal practice and a 

grants/fundraising perspective 

Support & Supervision 

You will work closely with the Director of Fundraising and will also have periodic check-ins 
with the Director of Operations and Executive Director. You’ll have the freedom to work 
independently while staying aligned with strategic priorities and team needs. 

The Impact You'll Make 

Your work will directly strengthen our ability to deliver innovative, compassion-centered 
education to children around the world. By helping us find and pursue aligned funding 
opportunities, you will: 



 

• Enable us to expand our pilot programs and open new opportunities in new 
countries. 

• Fuel the development of our Model of Learning that integrates timeless wisdom with 
contemporary education. 

• Build long-term sustainability for education that cultivates awareness, love, 
compassion, wisdom, and joy in future generations. 

• Amplify the capacity of our small, dedicated team, which will amplify all of the 
above. 

Your contributions will help ensure Tergar Schools continues to thrive and inspire 
meaningful change in education. 

Application Process 

To Apply:   

1. Please fill out our volunteer form here and include specific reference to your 
relevant experience:  https://form-usa.keela.co/tergarschools-volunteer-form 

2. Email Kai Johnson at kai@tergarschools.org to let him know you are applying for this 
volunteer position 

Questions? 

If you have any questions, please contact Kai Johnson at kai@tergarschools.org. 
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